
   Bill White obviously does not respect the 
military men and women who daily sacrifice their 
lives to defend and preserve our freedoms. 

   On March 6, 1997, while Chairman of the Texas 
Democratic Party, Bill White held a press 
conference to announce his support for frivolous 
lawsuits filed by two candidates in Val Verde 
County who claimed that approximately 800 mail-
in ballots cast by military members caused them 
to lose their November 1996 elections.  

   The next day, the San Antonio Express-News   

   For months Bill White has refused to release 
his taxes from his years in public service. While 
still refusing to release all these taxes, White 
finally released taxes from his years as Houston 
mayor, and it is now clear what White had been 
afraid of the public learning about his unethical 
actions as mayor. 

   Following the landfall of Hurricane Rita in 
2005, White directed the Coastal Water Authority 
to award a $2 million contract to BTEC, a 
company whose majority owner, the Wedge 
Group, paid White more than $81,000 in 2005. 

   White was CEO of Wedge Group from 1997-
2003, and he received more than $460,000 in 
payments from Wedge Group while Houston 
mayor. In 2001, White was CEO of Wedge Group 
when it purchased a controlling interest in BTEC, 
and White became a manager and board 
member of BTEC. In 2006, White was invited to  
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Bill White earned the nickname “BTEC Bill” for unethically steering business to 
BTEC, a company he had a financial relationship with, following Hurricane Rita.  

News About Bill White That You Won’t Hear At The 2010 Texas Democratic Convention  

make a private $1 million investment in BTEC, an 
opportunity unavailable to the public, and soon 
thereafter made more than $500,000 in profit.  

      While still mayor, White later wrote an op-ed 
promoting mandates for equipment sold by BTEC and 

reported that White claimed “military voters are 
entitled to have a say in the races for federal offices – 
president, vice president and the Congress – but not in 
state, county or local elections.”  

   Since learning of Bill White’s shameful attempt to 
disenfranchise our service men and women, several 
veterans are calling on Bill White to be held 
accountable and apologize for his actions. 

      Captain Scott O’Grady, a U.S. Air Force veteran 
known for his service in Bosnia, was one of the first to  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 



   While mayor of Houston, Bill White earned more 
than $2.6 million serving on the board of BJ 
Services, a company under investigation by 
Congress for possibly polluting the groundwater in 
North Texas. Words being used to describe this 
agreement include “unusual,” “rare,” “ill-advised,” 
and “dangerous.” 

   BJ Services continued to tell the EPA it was 
complying with an agreement barring the injection 
of diesel fuel near drinking-water aquifers after 
admitting to Congress that it had violated the 
pact.  

   The New York Times recently reported on BJ 
Services: “One of the world's largest oilfield 
services companies continued to tell U.S. EPA it 
was complying with an agreement barring the 
injection of diesel fuel near drinking-water 
aquifers, documents show, after admitting to 
Congress that it had violated the pact. BJ Services 
Co. acknowledged in January 2008 to 
investigators from the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee that it had 
violated a 2003 agreement not to use diesel in 
specific types of hydraulic fracturing.” 

      During the Democratic primary, Bill White 
displayed his dishonesty on February 8, 2010, 
when he failed to disclose his lucrative 
relationship with BJ Services when discussing the 
Barnett Shale with his opponent. 

   After Bill White’s Democratic opponent pointed 
out White’s conflict of interest relating to drilling in 
the Barnett Shale, White’s spokeswoman 
dismissed White’s connection to the Barnett Shale 
as “stock that Bill has in a retirement account.” 
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Bill White made $2.6 million serving on the board of BJ Services, a company 
under investigation by Congress for possibly polluting North Texas groundwater.  
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   Here is the truth about BJ Services and Bill White:  
   Bill White was appointed to the BJ Services board of 
directors on Jan. 22, 2003 – just 83 days after he 
declared his candidacy for mayor of Houston – and he 
continued to serve on the company’s board his entire 
tenure as mayor. He earned more than $2.6 million 
from BJ Services since 2003, including $682,964 in 
executive compensation in 2009, $124,167 of which 
was cash. 



   In 2008, less than two weeks after President 
Obama was elected, Bill White advised the 
incoming Obama Administration how to sell 
harmful cap and trade legislation to the public. 

   On Nov. 17, 2008, White sent incoming White 
House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel an email 
titled, “Energy Policy at the Beginning of an  
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Administration.” In the memo, White brags about his 
“work on Capitol Hill or the Administration on energy 
over 33 years, during the Ford, Carter, and Clinton 
Administration.” He goes on to offer “conclusions, but 
for brevity not all the reasoning.” 

   Bill White is now attempting to claim that he opposes 
cap and trade. 



call Bill White out on his anti-military stance. 

    “As someone who has served overseas, I am 
personally offended by Bill White’s belief that 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and Marines serving their 
nation should be denied the right to vote for 
candidates seeking county, local, and state offices 
– including the office he is now running for. Bill 
White should be ashamed of his anti-military 
beliefs,” O’Grady said. 

   Gen. Leroy Sisco (USA-Ret) said, “Bill White calls 
that ‘strong support for the military’ but it’s really 
an unconscionable attempt to limit their votes 
because he doesn’t like the way some of them 
vote. His attitude toward the military is shocking. 
He would callously rob active duty and even their 
spouses of the right to vote here in Texas. I’m 
outraged by it, and I’ve heard from many retired 
military and wounded heroes from all over Texas  

soon made another $160,000 in profit.  

   Bill White has said, “I had no interest in a 
company called BTEC during the time of Hurricane 
Rita,” but he is not being truthful. The respected 
nonpartisan Congressional Research Service has 
declared that compensation from a company 
represents a continuing financial interest, and Bill 
White was receiving compensation from BTEC’s 
majority owner when he steered the $2 million 
contract to BTEC. 

   Bill White continues to refuse to release his tax 
returns for the years he served the public as 
Deputy Secretary of Energy (1993-1995)  and as 
Chairman of the Texas Democratic Party (1995- 
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who are outraged as well.” 

   Former Navy SEAL and Afghanistan combat veteran 
Marcus Luttrell said, “Texas is my home and I never 
gave up my home of record while I was abroad for 10 
years. Texas is everything to me – I wore a Texas flag 
when I fought in Afghanistan. I’d like to see Bill White 
come tell me that I don’t have the right to vote in 
Texas.” 

   Bill White also defended legislation that military 
advocates warned “would sharply restrict voting rights 
for Texas armed services personnel stationed 
elsewhere.” The Houston Chronicle described the 
legislation with an article titled, “Bill would deny 
military personnel vote in local elections,” describing 
the anti-military legislation. 

   Bill White must be held accountable for such 
reprehensible actions, which go against the Texas 
values that citizens of our great state look for in their 
leaders. 
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1998), despite being required by law to file annual 
personal financial disclosures while holding those 
positions. 

   What other unethical behavior is Bill White hiding? 
What is he afraid of the public learning about his past? 

While 
mayor, 
“BTEC 
Bill” 
steered a 
$2 million 
contract 
to BTEC 
following 
Hurricane 
Rita.  


